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Scripture Lesson: 2 Corinthians 3:1-18
Key Verse: 2 Corinthians 3:6

PROPOSITION: The Holy Spirit empowers us to be bold witnesses for Christ.

I. The Holy Spirit makes us living epistles. (1-3)

A. He makes us living epistles that people can read. (1, 2)
B. He makes us living epistles for Christ. (3)

1. Epistles written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God
2. Epistles written not on tablets of stone, but on tablets of flesh (the heart).

II. The Holy Spirit makes us sufficient ministers of the new covenant. (4-6)

A. Our sufficiency as witnesses is of God. (4, 5)
B. Our covenant is not of the letter, but of the Spirit. (6)

1. The letter kills.
2. The Spirit gives life.

III. The Holy Spirit gives us a superior ministry. (7-11)

A. Our ministry of the Spirit is far superior to the ministry of the law. (7-11)
B. Our ministry of life is far superior to the ministry of death. (7,8)
C. Our ministry of righteousness is far superior to the ministry of condemnation. (9)
D. Our ministry that is eternal is far superior to the ministry that is temporal. (10-11)

IV. The Holy Spirit gives us spiritual vision. (12-16)

A. When we have such hope, we should share God’s message with boldness. (12, 13)
B. When we have a veil on our hearts, we are blinded to the truth of God’s revelation. (14, 15)
C. When we turn to the Lord, the Spirit removes the veil and we receive spiritual vision. (16)

V. The Holy Spirit gives us liberty in Christ. (17, 18)

A. The indwelling Holy Spirit gives us liberty from the guilt, power, and pollution of sin. (17)
B. The indwelling Holy Spirit enables us to see Christ through the mirror of His word. (18)
C. The indwelling Holy Spirit transforms us more and more into the image of Christ. (18)


